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BIG CITY CONSTRUCTION VOLUME HARD HIT 


N the first half of this year the number of nonfarm residential units started 

was 19% below that of the same period in 1950. Among those areas hit 

hardest was the New York and Northeastern New Jersey area, where starts 
dropped 44% trom last year’s half-year level of 66,000. The Detroit area, 
where last year’s total starts through June were nearly 21,000, dropped 42% to 
just a shade over 12,000. On the West Coast, Los Angeles home construction 
received a 35% setback. Starts there in the first six months of 1951 were only 
37, 300 compared with nearly 57, 000 for the first six months of 1950. In the 
Southwest, the same comparison revealed Houston ’s 5, 600 starts for the first 
half of 1951 running 30% behind last year’s first-half total of 7, 947. 


Of the Big Cities, Chicago seemed hurt least of all. There, nearly 14, 000 
units got under way during the first half of this year compared with 16, 318 started 
during the same period of 1950. The drop, therefore, was only 14%. 


Detailed figures on city-by-city public housing starts are not yet available, 
but there is little question that residential construction in some cities looks 
pretty good and in others less bad because public housing starts have increased 
so much and are included along with private starts 


Regulation X has finally taken hold and is working a good deal more effectively 
than the figures on the first half year indicate. The real story will be told in 
the July to December totals. 
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Residential building in all metropolitan areas of the 
United States as defined by the 1940 Census is charted 
on the following pages. The 140 areas include all areas 
in which the central city has a population of more than 
50, 000. 


In each city all suburbs, incorporated and unincor- 
porated, have been contacted, and in all except fourteen 
it has been possible to include practically all of the sub- 
urbs within the metropolitan area. For example, the New 
York City figure includes the building in 305 suburban 
communities; Philadelphia, 154; Pittsburgh, 157; Chicago, 
99; and Detroit, 65. In all, more than 2200 communities 
are represented on these charts. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the num- 
ber of new family units provided per 10, 000 families in 
each metropolitan area. In this computation, a single- 
family dwelling counts one, a two-family dwelling counts 
two, and a twenty-four family apartment counts twenty- 
four: Recently, all Federally subsidized slum clear- 
ance and war housing projects have been included, as 
have buildings privately built and financed with govern- 
ment loans. 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the 
number of new family accommodations built in the last 
three months for which figures are available; these are 
actual figures and are not adjusted for the number of 
families. The red italicized numerals give the corres- 
ponding figures for the corresponding period of a year 
ago. 

It should be noticed that separate averages (medians) 
have been used for four groupings of metropolitan areas. 


CHANGES 


The average number of new family accommodations built 
per month per 10, 000 families is shown from 1920 to the 
present for metropolitan areas having from 50, 000 to 
200, 000 people (the solid red line); for areas having from 
200, 000 to 500, 000 people (the beaded red line); for areas 
having from 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 people (the dash-dot 
line); and for those areas having a population of over 
1,000, 000 (the dashed red line). Eighty areas fall into 
the first category; thirty-eight into the second; and eleven 
each into the third and fourth. 


On each area chart is shown in red the national aver- 
age for areas in its grouping in contrast to the blue line, 
which shows the figures for the specific area. The aver- 
ages used on the area charts are medians. A median 
average is found by arranging the data in order of size 
and selecting the amount at the midpoint. Because a med- 
ian average thus eliminates the influence of the two ex- 
tremes, it gives a very good picture of the typical area 
in each group. 


On the chart on page 397 we have also shown national 
averages for each of the groupings of metr areas - 
(1) 50, 000 to 200, 000 population; (2) 200, 000 to 500, 000 
population; (3) 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 population; and (4) 1, - 
000, 000 population and over. These averages should more 
properly be called arithmetic means. An arithmetic mean 
is obtained by adding the amounts of all the items and then 
dividing by the number of items. It will be noticed that the 
arithmetic mean, being influenced by areas with a greatly 
accelerated rate of new building, is above the median aver- 
age of each of the groupings. The arithmetic means are 
given for each grouping in order that a comparison of new 
building on a volume basis may be made. 
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ASHEVILLE 

THIS QUARTER ~- 55 
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Metro. Area 324 


ATLANTA 

THIS QUARTER - 408 

SAME QTR. 1950 - 1556 
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AUGUSTA 
THIS QUARTER ~- 302 
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Metro. Area 87, 
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BUFFALO 

THIS QUARTER -/488 

SAME QTR 1950 - 3349 
Metro. Area 857,719 


CANTON 

THIS QUARTER - 256 

SAME QTR 950 - 279 
Metro. Area 200,352 


CEDAR RAPI 

THIS QUARTER - 220 

SAME QTR 1950 - 3/7 
Metro Area 73,219 


CHARLESTON, S.C. 
THIS QUARTER- 17 
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CHARLESTON. 
THIS QUARTER - 179 
SAME QTR. 1950 - 252 

Area 136,332 


CHARLOTT 


THIS QUARTER~- 254 
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| | THIS QUARTER - 109 THIS QUARTER - 689 
| SAME QTR. 1950-123 SAME QTR1950-!6.34 
Metro. Area Metro. Area 365, 796 





TTL] CHICAGO CORPUS CHRISTI 
| | THIS QUARTER~ 8377 THIS QUARTER- 219 
+11 SAME QTR 1950-9777 SAME QTR 1950- 648 
| Metro 


i] 


Metro. Area 70,677 


10.000 FAMILIES 


CINCINNATI 
THIS QUARTER - 203 


SAME QTR.1950- 1/848 
Pop Metro. Area 


|| CLEVELAND 


oe eno 
rT 


THIS QUARTER ~- 2701 
+44 


SAME QTR/950- 463/ 
p. Metro Area 3 


DALLAS 


THIS QUARTER ~/487 


SAME QTR./950- 3230 
Metro Area 


4 
7 
I 
Pia 
| Zs 
| 0 
3: 
| @ , 
; w 
a 
- 
2 
2 
o 
| #7 
iZy, 
Be 
| F 
| 4 
Os 
3 


COLUMBIA, S.C. 
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JACKSONVILLE 
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MOBILE 
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NORFOLK 
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PITTSBURGH 

THIS QUARTER - 2923 

SAME QTR.1950 3601 
Metro. Area 1,994,060 


PORTLAND, ME. 
THIS QUARTER - 82 
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THIS QUARTER 92 
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THIS QUARTER- 235 
SAME QTR 1950-366 

Metro 


ROANOKE 


THIS QUARTER - 344 
SAME QTR./950-406 


Metro. Area 


ROCHESTER 
THIS QUARTER- 506 
SAME QTR.1950- 434 


ROCKFORD 

THIS QUARTER- 245 

SAME QTR./950-350 
Metro. Area 


SACRAMENTO 

THIS QUARTER- 62/ 

SAME QTR. 1950-582 
Metro Area 158.999 


BY ROY WENZLICK 2&2 CO. 


SAGINAW, BAY CITY 
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a 


20} 


‘|| TACOMA 
pas THIS QUARTER- 438 
week SAME QTR.1950- 945 


| Metro. Area 


° 


|| TERRE HAUTE 


| THIS QUARTER~- 5/ 


60-4444 ++++-+-+- 


sot itiit itll) same o7R 1950-90 
it | | | 70 
40r tees TTT TTT Metro Ares 833 


+ 


} | 1} 
—— sot+++++ 


TAMPA 


THIS QUARTER 926 
SAME QTR.1950-11/ 85 


Area 


TOLEDO 


THIS QUARTER - 429 
SAME QTR1950 - 689 


Metro Area 341,663 


TOPEKA 


THIS QUARTER - /66 
SAME OTR19SO-/72 
Metro Area 


TRENTON 


THIS QUARTER - 762 
SAME QTR.1950-3/5 


Metro Area 200.128 


TULSA 
THIS QUARTER - 20! 
SAME QTR.1950-3 97 


Metro Area 186,562 

















10000 FAMILIES 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10.000 FAM! 


COPYRIGHT 


UTICA 


THIS QUARTER - 92 


SAME QTR. 1950 130 
Metro Area 


WACO 
THIS QUARTER- 202 


SAME QTR./950 742 
Metro. Area7iji4 


WATERBURY 


THIS QUARTER- 286 


SAME QTR. 1950 295 
Metro Area 


WATERLOO 


THIS QUARTER /97 
SAME QTR. 1/950 /$4 
Metro. Area 


WHEELING 


THIS QUARTER~ 52 
SAME QTR. 1950 1/0 
Metro Area 


By ROY WENZLICK 42 CO. 


WICHITA 

THIS QUARTER ~- 708 

SAME QTR. 1950 1266 
Metro. 127,308 


WILMINGTON 

THIS QUARTER- 66 

SAME QTR.1950 202 
Metro Area 188,974 


WINSTON - 

THIS QUARTER- 559 

SAME QTR./950 309 
Metro Area (09,833 


WORCESTER 


THIS QUARTER- 404 


SAME QTR.1950 980 
Metro. Area 


YORK 


THIS QUARTER ~ 45 
SAME QTR. 1950 95 
Metro. Area 92,627 


YOUNGSTOWN 


THIS QUARTER - 58/ 
SAME QTR. 1950 8357 
Metro Area |42 











